Forging a Nation - Culture, Maps, and a Presentation!
Mr. Kersey's 3" Quarter Geography Project

Important! Keep this packet! Do not lose this packet! Read every singleword in this
packet!

This packet belongsto: Class:
My project isdue and will be presented on March , 2004. (Presentationswill be
between 3/22 and 3/31).

Note: This paper is super important. You must keep it safe. It has virtudly al of the directions
you need to complete this project. | will not give out extra copies of these indructions. | promise
you that if you read these directions, you' |l have an easier time completing the project, so read
them. Redlly. I’'m not kidding.

I ntroduction:

For this project, which will be amgor portion of your third quarter grade, you are going to tiein
the skills and concepts you have learned in our first unit with the new information you are
learning in our current unit: Europe and Russia. Y ou are going to create your own, fictitious
country. You are going to give your country its own culture, complete with language, religion,
and customs. Y ou are going to describe your country’s physica geography by creating amap.
Y ou will discuss how your country’s climate, physical geography, vegetation, etc. has affected
the development of culture.

After you have created your own country, you are going to compare and contrast your country
with ared country located in Europe. Y ou will discuss how the culture, physica geography,
climate, etc. of your country and areal European state differ or arethe same. Y ou will need to
do alittle research on your red European country in order to answer these questions. Findly,
you will present your information to your classmates.

In order to complete this project and do agood job, you will need to manage your time well, stay
organized, and use dl the skills you have learned so far. Y ou will also have to learn and master
new skillsto help you.

Y our project will be due on the day you present. You will Sgn up for aday to present your
country.

Partners

If you prefer, you may choose to complete this project with a partner or partners. Y ou and your
group will complete this project together ingtead of individudly. You will ill follow the
directions below. Understand, however, that if you do decide to work with a group you will dl
earn the same grade. In other words, there will not be an individua grade for each personina
group. Also, the work you and your group do will be evauated on the assumption that more than



one mind and more than one set of hands have completed this project, not just one, so you will
be held to higher expectations for your completed work than students choosing to work on thelr
own. Findly, once you decide to work with a partner or group, you may not change your mind.
Part | — The Country

My/Our goal isto have Part | completed by (Recommended: 3/8).

Create a country. Use your imagination. Y ou are to prepare a detailed description of your
country by answering the following questions. The more detailed and in-depth your answers are,
the more real your country will seem, and the better your project will turn out. Y ou will then
present your country, using these questions as aguide, to the class. Make sure your answers are
consgtent. Don't have a country with a desert climate located near the south pole. Thereisa
fifteen page limit to this part of your paper.

1. What isthe name of your country?

2. Whereisyour country located?

3. Describe the physicd geography of your country. Does it have mountains? Isit an
idand? It islandlocked? Doesit have multiple regions?

4. Describe the climate and vegetation of your country. What kind of weather does your
country normally get? Isit cold and snowy? Isit dry? Isit adesert? Doesit haveran
forests? Remember to take your country’s physica geography into account when
discussng itsdimeate.

5. Discussthe natura resources found in your country. Do the peoplein your country have
an abundant energy source, or are they required to import it? Do they have any resources
to export? Do they minefor gold or diamonds?

6. Describe the population of your country. Where do people live? Why do they live there?
Does your country have huge population, or avery smdl one? Isyour country’s
population growing? Why or why not? Do people in your country migrate alot or do they
Say put?

7. Describe your country’s culturd traits. What kinds of work do they do? What are their
beliefs? Do they have any interesting ways of doing things? What kinds of food do they
egt? What is the language of your country? Do they have multiple languages? Are there
any chalengesto your country’s culture or cultures?

8. Describe the religion of your country’s people. Are they Christians? Are they Buddhist?
Arethey polythegtic?

9. Describe the socid structure of your country’s people. Arethere socid classesin your
country? What arethey? Isfamily important to the people of your country? If so, are
nuclear or extended families more prevaent?

10. What kind of economic system do the people of your country use? Do they use
cgpitaism, socidism, communism? Do they have their own unique sysem? What isthe
money caled in your country? Do the people even use money?

11. What kind of political system does your country have? Isit amonarchy, adirect
demoacracy, or adictatorship? Isyour country governed by one big central government or
isit run by many smaler governments a the locd leve?



Part Il —TheMap

My/Our goal isto have Part |1 completed by: (Recommended 3/15).

It just wouldn’t be a geography project if there wasn't a map or two.

1.

Draw map of your country. It must have akey, ascae, acompass rose, and any lakes,
rivers, mountains, or other mgor physica features. 1t must show at least one city or town
— your nation’s capitol. 1t should show any bordersit has with other countries. It should
be colorful, creative, and neat. It should be large enough to present it to a group of
people. Poster board size isasafe guide. Again - the more detall, the better.

Y ou must dso draw asmaler second map that displays your country’ s population
dengity. It should indicate areas of higher and lower population dengty. It must have a
key to indicate the different dendities. This map should dso be colorful, although not as
detailed. 1t should be about the size of apiece of loose leaf paper, or larger. Remember
to be conggtent. Y ou probably shouldn't have areas with redly high population dengties
in the middle of agiant agriculturd region.

Part 111 — The Resear ch

My/Our goal isto have Part 111 completed by: (Recommended 3/22).

Using the questions you answered in Part | as a guide, compare the smilarities and differences
that exist between your country and another real country of your choosing located in Europe.
Answer the following questionsin a paper, in paragraph form. Y our answers should be about a
paragraph or two for each question. Again, these answers should be typed, and the more detailed
the answers the better. 'Y ou should include a bibliography for your research. This paper should
be at least three but no morethan five pages.
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| am comparing my country with
Compare the physica geography of these two countries.

Compare the climate and vegetation of these two countries.

Compare the natural resources available in these two countries.

Compare the population size and digtribution in these two countries.

Compare the mgor culturd traits of the people in these two countries indluding rdligion
and socid structure.

Compare the economic systems of these two countries.

Compare the political systems of these two countries.

To answer these questions correctly and completely you will need to do alittleresearch. You
should use at least three sour ces for your research. One must be a website, and one must bea
book other than an encyclopedia. One of the purposes of this project isto help you sharpen

your research ills.



Part IV — The Presentation

When you are dl finished, and you have crested the most fabuloudy redistic country known to
humanity, and then compared that country to area one located in Europe, you are going to share
it dl with your classmates. After dl, what good is creating a country if you can't show it off.

Y our presentation should be about 10-12 minutes long, which redly isnt much time. | will stop
you at 12 minutes, so practice ahead of time. Y ou should make sure to discuss the more
important details about your country, then discuss the comparisons you made with the regl
European country of your choice. Of course, you will aso show off your cartographic stylings
with your skillfully made maps. Y ou may aso use any additiond visud ads you have created.
On the day of your presentation, you will turn in your completed project.

TheFinal Product:

Y our typed, proofread answers to the questionsin Parts | and 111 are to be turned in, dong with
your maps, on the day you present your country and research to your peers. Y our name(s)
should be on acover page, dong with the name of your fictitious country, the date, and your
class. All of thisshould be stapled together in the upper left-hand corner. No report covers
please. Fed freeto embellish your descriptions with pictures, maps, sketches, models, or
whatever ese you come up with.

The Rubric;

Y our work on this project will be evaluated according to the following guidelines. Reed this
rubric carefully and pay attention to the point value for each item. Do not spend too much time
on something of reatively low vaue and ignore points that are worth more.

Part | — The Country

The description of your country is detailed and creative. Facts and details about your country are
consistent and thorough. Y ou answer dl necessary questions for each aspect (natural resources,
politica system) of your country completely and in detail. Y ou only get one shot at thisin your
presentation, so make sure you are prepared. 75 points.

Part 1l —TheMap

The main presentation map of your country is colorful, detailed, neat, and credtive. It must
demondrate effort. It hasal mgor landforms, cities, etc. It isfree of spelling errors. 50 points.

Y our population dengty is drawn correctly, and it is consstent with your country’s description.
It isfree of spelling errors. It isreadable and clear. 25 points.



Part |11l — The Research

Each of your comparisons is complete and accurate. Y ou mention dl sgnificant smilarities and
differences between your country and your research country. Y ou present your comparisonsin

the proper format. Y our answers are free of spelling or grammatical errors. You have a least 3
resour ces for your research, including one book and one website. Y ou properly document your
resources, and can explain your research methods should you be asked to do so. 75 paints.

Part 1V — The Presentation

This part is based on how well you present your work. Y ou may have dl the answers, but you
could 4till not present them well. Therefore, your presentation is organized and coherent. Y ou
are able to answer any reasonable questions about your country and your research country. Y our
presentation includes key points about your country and a comparison to your research country.
Make sure you practice your presentation before hand, to make sure it is not too long. 50 points.

Thisproject isworth 275 pointstotal. (The equivalent of about three chapter tests).

Some useful Websitesto help you get going:

?7? The CIA’sWorld Fact Book: http://mwww.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/

?? Nationd Geographic: http://mww.nationa geographic.com/

?? The Columbus Metropalitan Library: http:/Amww.cml.lib.oh.us/




